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LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1961 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members , 

Lichfield  Rural  District  Council . 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  District, 
and  on  the  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  during  1961, 

The  vital  statistics  have  been  set  out  in  the  same  form  as  in  recent 
years,  together  with  some  comments  on  the  more  significant  features. 

Particulars  have  been,  as  usual,  given  of  notifications  received  from 
medical  practitioners  in  respect  of  infectious  diseases,  and  some  indication 
is  given  of  the  effects  of  various  prophylactic  inoculations  on  the  incidence 
of  a  number  of  these  diseases. 

The  progress  of  the  Council’s  programme  for  the  clearance  of  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation  has  again  been  reviewed,  and  particulars  are 
included  of  the  future  programme  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government,  for  his  approval. 

Last  year,  the  hope  was  expressed  that,  as  a  result  of  decisions  then 
taken  by  the  Council,  progress  in  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  various 
parishes  could  be  expedited.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  Surveyor’s  section 
of  this  report,  considerable  preparatory  work  has  now  been  done,  which 
should,  if  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  approves  the 
individual  schemes  as  they  come  forward  for  consideration,  lead  to  very 
good  progress  in  this  important  matter  within  the  next  few  years. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  again  remained  unchanged  during  1961, 
apart  from  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

I  again  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  Members  and  Officers  of  the 
Council  for  their  continued  support  and  co-operation. 

C.  E.  JAMISON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


August,  1962. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Particulars  of  area,  population,  number  of  inhabited  houses,  total 
rateable  value  of  all  property  subject  to  rates  and  the  product  of  a  penny 
rate  are  set  out  below : — 


Area  (in  acres) . 

Population  (as  estimated  by  Registrar  General) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

Total  Rateable  Value . 

Net  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . 


83,906 
40,040 
11,690 
...  £421,477 
£1,652 


Rather  surprisingly,  in  the  absence  of  boundary  alterations,  the  area  is 
shown  as  being  rather  less  than  that  recorded  in  previous  years,  but  the 
change  in  the  figure  is  obviously  due  merely  to  recalculation,  and  is  not  of 
any  significance.  The  population  recorded  also  shows  some  reduction.  In 
the  light  of  the  recent  census,  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  figure  now  shown 
is  an  accurate  one,  the  reduction  being  no  doubt  attributable  to  the  smaller 
number  of  soldiers  at  present  stationed  at  Whittington  Barracks.  The 
remaining  figures  show  the  some  slow  but  steady  increases  which  have  been 
experienced  in  other  recent  years. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  principal  statistics  are  enumerated  below  under  the  same  headings 
as  in  recent  years  : — 


Live  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

346 

313 

659 

Illegitimate  . 

17 

15 

32 

T  otal  •  . . .  » » .  » * . 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ... 

363 

•  •  • 

328 

17*2 

691 

Still  Births— 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

3 

9 

12 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

1 

1 

T  otal  . . .  •  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  ... 

3 

10 

18*2 

13 

Deaths  in  Infants  Under  One  Week — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

3 

6 

9 

Illegitimate  . 

2 

0 

2 

Total  ...  . 

5 

6 

11 

Deaths  in  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

6 

11 

Illegitimate  ...  . 

2 

0 

2 

T  otal  ...  »•«  ••• 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

7 

... 

6 

18*8 

13 
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Deaths  in  Infants  Under  One  Year — 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate 

T  otal  ...  ...  . . , 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 


Deaths  (All  Ages) . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 


Male  Female  Total 
7  6  13 

4  1  5 

11  7  18 

...  26*0 

Male  Female  Total 
236  256  492 

12*3 


It  will  be  seen  that  33  of  the  714  births,  live  and  still,  were  illegitimate, 
giving  a  proportion  of  one  in  22.  This  figure  compares  with  one  in  26  in 
1960,  one  in  30  in  1958  and  1959,  one  in  22  in  1957  and  one  in  28  in  1956. 


It  is  usual,  in  the  case  of  larger  local  authorities,  to  compare  the  still 
birth,  neonatal  and  infant  death  rates  in  legitimate  and  illegitimate  infants, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether,  in  the  particular  area,  there  is  a  significant 
variation  between  the  two  sets  of  figures,  which  might  call  for  action  through 
the  personal  health  service  of  the  local  health  authority.  In  the  case  of  this 
authority,  however,  the  figures  are  too  small  to  be  significant  in  relation  to 
this  matter. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  figures  for  1961  compare  with 
those  for  the  preceding  nine  years  : — 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

Neonatal 
Death  Rate 

Infant 
Death  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

1952 

41,970 

14.4 

18.1 

18.2 

33.1 

7.7 

1953 

43,180 

13.5 

15.2 

18.9 

22.3 

8.3 

1954 

42,580 

13.6 

13.7 

26.0 

25.9 

10.3 

1955 

42,580 

12.7 

27.1 

9.3 

18.6 

10.9 

1956 

41,250 

14.3 

23.2 

22.0 

27.1 

10.9 

1957 

40,100 

15.7 

14.0 

26.8 

31.5 

10.5 

1958 

38,850 

15.4 

22.8 

13.4 

23.4 

10.3 

1959 

39,500 

15.7 

26.7 

12.9 

16.1 

11.4 

1960 

40,660 

16.2 

23.7 

10.6 

19.7 

11.3 

1961 

40,040 

17.2 

18.2 

18.8 

26.0 

12.3 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  birth  rate  was  higher  and  the  still  birth  rate 
lower  than  in  other  recent  years,  which  can  be  regarded  in  each  case  as  a 
favourable  comparison,  but  that  the  neonatal  and  infant  death  rates  compare 
unfavourably  with  the  years  immediately  preceding. 

After  adjustment  of  the  local  figures,  where  appropriate,  in  accordance 
with  the  birth  and  death  comparability  factors  provided  by  the  Registrar 
General,  to  allow  for  the  difference  of  age  distribution  of  the  population  in 
Lichfield  Rural  District  from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  the 
local  and  national  figures  can  be  compared  as  follows  : — 


Place 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

Neonatal 
Death  Rate 

Infant 
Death  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

(all  ages) 

LICHFIELD  R.D. 

17.2 

18.2 

18.8 

26.0 

11.6 

England  and  Wales 

17.4 

18.7 

15.1 

21.4 

12.0 
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Here  again,  the  local  live  birth,  still  birth  and  death  rate  (all  ages) 
compare  quite  favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales,  but  the  figures 
for  deaths  of  live  born  infants  not  so  favourably  on  this  occasion.  As 
remarked  in  an  earlier  report,  these  rates  tend  to  fluctuate  widely  where  the 
total  figures  are  so  small,  and  undue  significance  should  not  be  attached  to 
the  figures  in  any  one  year.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  local 
rates  in  question  were  last  year  better  than  those  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  District  who  died  during  the  year,  regardless  of  the  place 
where  death  actually  occurred,  together  with  the  figures  for  the  previous 
four  years  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

Tuberculosis,  other  than  Respiratory 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  ...  .  . 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia . 

Diabetes  ...  ...  . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  .. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  . . 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

All  Other  Accidents 
Suicide  ... 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . 


Total 

1957 

Total 

1958 

Total 

1959 

Total 

1960 

1961 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

2 

5 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

9 

14 

14 

4 

6 

10 

9 

10 

8 

14 

8 

0 

8 

8 

8 

6 

10 

0 

9 

9 

4 

4 

2 

1 

0 

4 

4 

24 

28 

38 

37 

17 

21 

38 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

4 

1 

0 

1 

53 

39 

53 

61 

24 

34 

58 

46 

51 

67 

72 

70 

32 

102 

8 

9 

8 

17 

5 

7 

12 

71 

84 

61 

59 

20 

35 

55 

17 

15 

19 

21 

8 

9 

17 

8 

3 

14 

1 

6 

3 

9 

24 

19 

39 

28 

14 

28 

42 

16 

26 

24 

20 

11 

8 

19 

7 

5 

7 

8 

4 

.  1 

5 

8 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

7 

6 

2 

2 

2 

3 

5 

3 

9 

6 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 

2 

4 

5 

4 

4 

8 

71 

48 

45 

48 

23 

39 

62 

7 

5 

4 

12 

3 

5 

8 

12 

7 

13 

11 

2 

4 

6 

5 

4 

5 

1 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

428 

402 

450 

458 

236 

256 

492 

TOTALS 
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Of  these  deaths,  18,  as  already  recorded,  occurred  in  infants  under  one 
year  of  age,  while  one  occurred  in  a  child  of  2  years,  four  in  children  of 
between  5  and  15  years,  132  in  persons  between  15  and  65  years,  and  the 
remaining  337  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

As  set  out  in  the  statistics,  1 1  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  before  the 
end  of  the  first  week  of  life,  two  further  deaths  after  the  end  of  the  first 
week  but  before  the  end  of  the  fourth  week,  and  five  deaths  after  the  end 
of  the  fourth  week  but  before  the  end  of  the  first  year.  Of  those  deaths 
occurring  before  the  end  of  the  first  week,  the  great  majority  were  attributed 
either  to  congenital  abnormalities  or  to  prematurity,  most  of  these  children 
dying  within  a  few  hours  of  birth.  The  two  deaths  taking  place  between 
the  end  of  the  first  week  and  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  were  both  certified 
as  being  due  to  pneumonia,  one  of  the  cases  being  in  a  premature  infant.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  four  of  the  five  deaths  occurring  between  the  end  of  the 
fourth  week  and  the  end  of  the  twelfth  month  were  attributed  to  congenital 
defects.  Taking  the  infant  deaths  as  a  whole,  it  is  clear  that  congenital 
abnormality  and  prematurity  are  now  the  major  causes  of  death,  and  that 
further  improvement  in  the  figures  will  depend  on  greater  understanding  of, 
and  control  over,  the  causes  of  those  conditions. 

The  death  recorded  in  a  child  of  2  years  was  attributed  to  broncho¬ 
pneumonia,  occurring  in  a  child  suffering  from  a  serious  congenital 
abnormality,  which  was  no  doubt  a  strongly  predisposing  factor  in  the 
outcome  of  the  illness. 

Of  the  four  deaths  occurring  in  children  of  school  age,  two  were  due  to 
traffic  accidents,  a  third  to  an  accident  not  related  to  traffic,  and  the  fourth 
to  broncho-pneumonia  occurring  in  a  child  already  suffering  from  severe 
complications  of  sleepy  sickness.  The  figures  again  illustrate  that  mortality 
in  this  age-group  is  now  almost  entirely  due  to  accidents  of  one  kind  or 
other,  in  contrast  with  the  picture  up  to  a  couple  of  decades  ago,  when 
deaths  in  children  were  mostly  attributable  to  the  acute  infectious  diseases 
then  common  in  childhood. 

It  will  be  noted  that  nine  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza.  All  but 
one  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  from  which  it 
is  clear  that,  in  its  more  severe  form,  this  disease  is  now  one  occurring  mainly 
in  the  elderly.  It  is  probable,  of  course,  that  if  deaths  attributed  to 
pneumonia  which  occurred  as  a  complication  of  influenza  could  be  added 
the  death  roll  from  influenza  would  be  higher  than  that  shown.  It  is 
unlikely,  however,  that  the  incidence  as  related  to  age  would  be  materially 
affected  by  this  adjustment,  as  the  vast  majority  of  deaths  attributed  to 
pneumonia  also  occurred  in  elderly  persons. 

The  number  of  deaths  resulting  from  bronchitis,  at  19,  was  only 
slightly  smaller  than  in  recent  years.  As  in  other  years,  most  of  the  deaths 
were  in  elderly  persons,  and  more  in  men  than  in  women.  It  is  now 
becoming  clear  that  the  smoking  of  tobacco  plays  a  very  big  part  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  incidence  of  the  disease,  although  it  is  also  clear  that  atmospheric 
pollution,  too,  plays  a  major  role,  at  least  in  urban  areas. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  were  fewer  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  also  lower  in  number  than  in  most  of  the  preceding  five 
years.  All  the  deaths  were  in  men,  ages  at  death  varying  between  47  and 
72  years.  Although  there  has  been  much  controversy  on  the  causation  of 
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the  disease,  I  shall  merely  state  that  the  overwhelming  mass  of  evidence 
still  fully  supports  the  conclusion,  made  some  years  ago  that  tobacco 
smoking,  and  particularly  cigarette  smoking,  is  the  principal  predisposing 
factor  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  that,  in 
the  case  of  this  disease,  atmospheric  pollution  plays  more  than  a  very  small 
supporting  role.  In  common  with  most  other  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
I  feel  that  local  anti-smoking  propaganda,  on  any  large  scale,  is  hardly 
worth  supporting,  involving,  as  it  does,  considerable  expenditure  of  both 
time  and  money,  while  advertising  of  tobacco,  in  its  various  forms,  is 
allowed  to  continue  unchecked. 

As  regards  accidental  deaths,  apart  from  those,  already  mentioned, 
occuring  in  school  children,  three  elderly  persons  died  as  a  result  of 
complications  following  fracture  of  the  femur,  occurring  in  their  homes,  two 
others  after  being  struck  by  motor  cars  when  walking  in  the  street,  while 
most  of  the  other  accidental  deaths  occurred  in  young  or  middle-aged  adults 
involved  in  traffic  accidents.  More  unusual  accidental  deaths  occurred  in  a 
middle-aged  male  who  died  as  a  result  of  electrocution  and  in  an  elderly 
woman  who  was  burned  to  death  in  her  own  home. 

The  one  death  related  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth  occurred  in  a 
woman  who  died  from  pulmonary  embolism  occurring  as  a  complication  of 
thrombophlebitis  following  delivery. 

All  the  suicidal  deaths  occurred  in  middle-aged  males,  one  being  due 
to  gunshot  wounds,  one  to  coal-gas  poisoning  and  the  third  to  hanging. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases, 
other  than  tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year,  and  also  shows,  for 
comparison,  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease  notified  during  the 
preceding  ten  years 


Disease 

Total 

1951 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1954 

Total 

1955 

Total 

1956 

Total 

1957 

Total 

1958 

Total 

1959 

Total 

1960 

Total 

1961 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

132 

42 

59 

65 

16 

20 

27 

35 

43 

39 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

244 

75 

101 

52 

20 

62 

79 

22 

27 

50 

13 

Measles 

454 

109 

690 

13 

461 

23 

655 

258 

196 

61 

768 

Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

102 

44 

59 

42 

19 

20 

17 

33 

69 

34 

59 

Dysentery 

123 

23 

2 

18 

23 

26 

6 

8 

23 

— 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

76 

— 

6 

— 

— 

4 

10 

6 

3 

61 

6 

Erysipelas 

3 

4 

4 

11 

6 

11 

5 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

5 

2 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

9 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  have  not  been  divided  to  show  the 
number  of  persons  of  each  sex  affected,  as  I  feel  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
diseases  listed,  no  significant  difference  of  incidence  between  the  sexes 
would  be  shown  by  such  a  breakdown  of  the  figures. 

It  is  notable  that,  if  one  compares  the  above  table  with  that  relating  to 
deaths  from  individual  diseases,  no  deaths  are  shown  as  having  resulted  from 
any  of  the  diseases  notified,  apart  from  pneumonia.  This  indicates  clearly 
the  small  part  which  these  notifiable  infectious  diseases  now  play  in  the 
causation  of  death,  but  does  not,  of  course,  provide  any  argument  for  less 
attention  being  paid  to  the  prevention  of  these  diseases,  with  the  suffering, 
inconvenience  and,  sometimes,  loss  of  income  which  they  still  bring  with  them. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  again  notably  low,  and  the  disease 
of  the  usual  mild  character  now  characteristic  of  it.  In  the  absence  of  any 
prophylactic  suitable  for  general  use,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  disease  does 
not  regain  the  virulence  that  it  used  to  have. 

The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  was,  as  will  be  seen,  smaller 
than  any  seen  in  the  previous  decade.  Although  the  low  incidence  in  1961 
may  not  be  achieved  in  future  years,  it  is  obvious  that  the  immunisation 
campaign  against  this  disease,  directed  to  the  protection  of  infants  and  very 
young  children  in  the  early  vulnerable  years,  is  now  bearing  ample  fruit. 

Measles  is,  of  course,  a  very  different  story,  as  the  very  large  number 
of  cases  notified  during  the  year  shows.  Although  the  disease  was,  as  usual, 
relatively  mild,  the  large  number  of  cases  and  the  possibility  of  serious 
complications  indicate  the  importance  of  providing  a  prophylactic  inoculation 
to  reduce  its  incidence.  Fortunately,  it  now  seems  possible  that  the 
introduction  of  such  inoculation  may  not  be  too  far  distant. 

It  will  be  noted  that  no  case  of  poliomyelitis,  whether  paralytic  or  non¬ 
paralytic,  has  occurred  in  the  District  since  1957.  Nevertheless,  this 
recent  freedom  from  the  disease,  which  can  reasonably  be  attributed  to  the 
large  vaccination  campaign  conducted  against  the  disease  in  recent  years, 
should  not  blind  us  to  the  continuing  occurrence  of  outbreaks  of  poliomye¬ 
litis  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  largely  affecting  unvaccinated  persons.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  recently  introduced  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  will 
prove  to  be  an  even  more  powerful  immunising  agent  than  its  predecessor, 
and  that  its  safety  and  ease  of  administration  will  enhance  its  value  as  an 
agent  for  the  elimination  of  this  disease  from  the  community. 

Most  of  the  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  occurred  in  middle-aged  or 
elderly  persons,  the  vast  majority  during  the  winter,  often  as  a  complication 
of  influenza,  which  is  not,  of  course,  itself  notifiable.  Although  prophylactic 
vaccines  for  the  prevention  of  influenza  do  exist,  their  use  tends  to  be 
restricted,  for  quite  good  reasons,  to  service  personnel,  industrial  workers, 
etc.  It  therefore  appears  unlikely  that  any  action  can  be  hoped  for  which 
will  reduce  the  incidence  of  pneumonia  in  the  groups  mentioned,  although 
treatment  by  modern  drugs  can  minimse  the  more  serious  results. 

The  cases  of  dysentery  were  all  of  the  mild  sonnei  variety  of  the 
bacillary  infection.  Apart  from  one  small  household  outbreak,  the  cases 
were  all  sporadic  ones,  occurring  in  various  parts  of  the  District. 
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As  regards  food  poisoning  also,  all  the  cases  were  sporadic  ones,  quite 
unrelated  to  one  another,  apart  from  one  small  family  outbreak.  No  case 
was  of  great  severity.  All  necessary  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent 
spread  of  infection,  and  there  was  no  evidence  to  suggest  that  any  spread 
did  occur. 

No  cases  occurred  of  any  of  the  other  diseases  included  in  the  table, 
while  smallpox  disappeared  from  the  table  many  years  ago,  and  diphtheria 
more  recently.  The  recent  outbreaks  of  smallpox  in  various  parts  of 
England  and  Wales,  caused  by  the  immigration  of  infected  patients  from 
areas  where  the  disease  is  endemic,  and  the  continued  occurrence  of  small 
localised  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  in  different  parts  of  the  country  illustrate 
afresh  the  need  for  continued  use  of  the  means  available  to  us  for  preventing 
these  diseases,  by  vaccination  and  immunisation,  and  the  price  which  is 
exacted  from  the  community,  from  time  to  time,  when  preventive 
measures  are  neglected.  In  the  case  of  smallpox,  the  volume  of  vaccinations 
was  relatively  small  in  1961,  but  has,  of  course,  been  greatly  increased 
since.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that,  under  modern  conditions 
of  rapid  transport,  which  makes  control  of  the  disease  much  more  difficult, 
there  is  a  very  strong  case  for  vaccination  of  all  children,  apart  from  a  small 
number  in  whom  vaccination  is  for  various  reasons  contraindicated,  in 
infancy  and  early  childhood,  when  the  complications  of  smallpox  vaccination 
are  least  likely  to  be  severe.  As  regards  diphtheria,  the  need  for  protection 
is  less  dramatic,  but  none  the  less  real,  as  any  person  will  realise  who  can 
recall  seeing  a  person,  and  particularly  a  child,  suffering  from  the  disease. 
Yet  most  middle-aged  people  can  remember  such  an  incident  either  in  their 
own  families  or  among  their  circle  of  friends.  Here  also,  there  is  a  strong 
case  against  neglect  of  an  important  public  health  measure,  which  only 
entails  a  few  injections  in  infancy,  followed  by  a  couple  of  reimmunisations 
during  school  life. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Particulars  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  are,  as  in  previous  years, 
for  convenience  set  out  separately  from  those  relating  to  other  infectious 
diseases.  The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  new  cases  and  of 
deaths  from  the  disease  during  1961,  together  with  the  age-groups  of  the 
persons  concerned : — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIOD 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulm< 

Dnary 

Pulm< 

Dnary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  15  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

35 — 45  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

45 — 55  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

11 


It  will  be  seen  that,  as  in  recent  years,  the  new  cases  were  fairly  evenly 
divided  among  the  various  age-groups,  in  contrast  with  the  heavy  incidence 
among  adolescents  and  young  adults  shown  in  earlier  years. 


The  fact  that  the  one  death  was  recorded  in  an  elderly  person  is  also, 
of  course,  characteristic  of  the  new  picture,  with  deaths  occurring  mainly 
among  patients  who  have  been  suffering  from  the  disease,  in  a  chronic  and 
drug-resistant  form,  over  a  period  of  years. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and  the  number  of 
deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  last  10  years  : — 


YEAR 

NEW  CASES 

DE^ 

lTHS 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pu 

lmonary 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pu 

lmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1951 

7 

11 

5 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1952 

14 

10 

6 

4 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1953 

15 

15 

2 

1 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1954 

17 

20 

5 

2 

8 

1 

— 

1 

1955 

10 

8 

2 

3 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1956 

9 

9 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1957 

14 

10 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1958 

11 

3 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1959 

8 

8 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1960 

5 

5 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1961 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

The  figures  show  very  dramatically  the  reduction  which  has  occured  in 
the  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  reduction  must, 
of  course,  be  largely  attributed  to  the  introduction  of  treatment  by  drugs 
which  prevent  some  patients  from  becoming  infectious,  and  render  other 
patients  non-infectious  at  a  relatively  early  stage  of  the  illness.  These 
drugs  also,  by  facilitating  a  rapid  turnover  of  patients  in  hospital,  ensure 
sufficient  beds  in  hospital  for  the  isolation  of  all  patients  requiring  it,  and 
so  lessen  the  chances  of  contacts  being  infected  by  these  patients.  Part  of  the 
improvement  may  reasonably  be  attributed  to  investigation  and  surveillance 
of  contacts,  in  order  to  ensure  that  new  infections  are  discovered  and 
treated  while  still  in  their  early  stages,  and  before  they  have  become  a 
danger  to  the  community. 

The  vast  reduction  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  can  be  attributed  partly  to  the  elimination  of  tuberculous 
infection  from  milk,  first  by  heat  treatment  and  later  by  measures  for 
removing  all  infected  cows  from  herds,  and  partly  to  the  progressive 
reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  in  the  community  suffering  from  active 
pulmonary  infection.  The  improvement  shows  the  rewards  which  can  be 
gained  by  energetic  implementation  of  enlightened  public  health  measures. 

Administrative  arrangements  remained  as  in  previous  years. 


12 


ANTHRAX 

No  case  of  either  actual  or  suspected  infection  in  any  animal  was 
reported  during  the  year,  and  no  case  of  human  infection  was  notified. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years,  diagnosis,  treatment  and 
following-up  of  contacts  being  carried  out  at  hospitals  at  Walsall, 
Wolverhampton,  Birmingham,  Burton  and  Stafford. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Arrangements  for  the  examination  of  specimens,  whether  sent  in  by 
general  medical  practitioners  or  by  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
continued  as  in  previous  years,  excellent  co-operation  being  obtained  from 
both  the  County  Chemical  and  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

The  expected  increase  in  the  number  of  beds  available  for  elderly 
chronic  sick  patients  did  not  take  place  in  any  significant  degree  before  the 
end  of  1961,  but  a  considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  since  that 
time.  The  arrangements  for  checking  on  home  conditions,  where  necessary, 
in  order  to  ensure  prompt  hospitalisation  of  those  most  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  were  continued. 

Similar  arrangements  were  continued  in  relation  to  maternity  patients, 
where  the  number  of  beds,  though  increased  in  number  during  the  year, 
was  at  no  time  sufficient  to  cater  for  the  needs  of  all  those  expectant 
mothers  desirous  of  being  confined  in  hospital. 

In  spite  of  the  reduced  number  of  beds  available  for  the  treatment  of 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  including  tuberculosis,  beds 
appeared  to  be  freely  available  for  all  patients  requiring  them. 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Arrangements  relating  to  this  service  remained  as  in  recent  years. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

No  action  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  any  person  either  to  hostel 
or  hospital  was  taken  during  the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared 
for  or  sold  to  the  public,  and  for  the  investigation  of  complaints  from 
members  of  the  public,  continued  as  in  previous  years.  More  details  will  be 
found  in  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector’s  section  of  this  report. 

I  am  informed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  that,  as  a  result  of 
sampling  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  36  samples  of  milk 
and  62  samples  of  other  foods,  alcoholic  spirits  and  drugs  were  examined. 
Only  2  samples,  both  of  pork  luncheon  meat,  were  found  to  be  below 
standard.  Action  was  taken  to  ensure  that  the  meat  content  was  increased 
to  80%. 
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The  results  of  the  examination  of  milk  for  cleanliness,  efficient 
pasteurisation  and  sterilization  and  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  were 
as  follows : — 


DETAILS  (AND  SIGNIFICANCE)  OF  TESTS 


Meth.  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Biological 

Grade  of  Milk 

(Cleanliness) 

(Efficient 

(Efficient 

(Tuber- 

Pasteurisa- 

Sterilisa- 

culosis) 

tion) 

tion) 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

T.T.  . 

17 

1 

— 

3 

— 

T.T.  (Past.) 

50 

5 

56 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

43 

6 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

110 

12 

108 

— 

39 

— 

3 

— 

All  the  results  are,  of  course,  satisfactory,  except  those  relating  to  the 
methylene  blue  tests,  where  the  percentage  of  samples  failing  the  test  was 
rather  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  Action  in  relation  to  these  results 
is  taken  by  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  note  the  uniformly  good  results  of  the  pasteurisation  and 
sterilization  processes,  which  add  so  appreciably  to  the  margin  of  safety  in 
milk  production. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

I  reproduce,  below,  a  report  on  the  water  supply  of  the  District,  for 
which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Taylor,  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

1.  The  water  supply  during  1961  was  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

2.  The  supply  to  the  Lichfield  Rural  District  Council  is  derived  from 
eleven  pumping  stations  which  supply  not  only  the  Rural  District  but  other 
areas  as  well.  Regular  and  frequent  samples  from  all  stations  are  examined 
both  bacteriologically  and  chemically  and  where  treatment  is  practised 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  are  carried  out. 

Samples  are  regularly  examined  from  the  service  reservoir  and  re¬ 
pumping  station  at  Gentleshaw,  as  well  as  from  various  taps  and  hydrants 
in  the  area. 

51  samples  from  Gentleshaw  Reservoir  were  all  free  from  coliform 
bacteria,  while  of  the  51  samples  from  the  repumping  station  50  were  free 
from  all  types  of  coliform  bacteria. 

154  samples  from  taps  and  hydrants  were  examined  of  which  148  were 
free  from  all  types  of  coliform  bacteria. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  sources  and  the  relatively  large  area  of 
distribution,  wide  variations  in  the  chemical  composition  of  the  water 
supplied  are  found. 
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In  1961  the  average  hardness  of  the  water  at  various  places  was  as 
follows : — 

Chase  Terrace  .  130  parts  per  million 


Clifton  Campville 
Fradley  ... 
Hamstall  Ridware 
Little  Aston 


3.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency,  the  118  tap  samples 
being  free  from  any  appreciable  quantities  of  lead. 

4.  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations  but  this 
is  largely  precautionary.  In  cases  of  possible  contamination  following 
burst  or  damaged  pipes,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency  chlorination 
of  the  affected  fitting  or  structure  is  carried  out  and  special  apparatus  and 
staff  are  available  for  the  purpose. 

New  mains  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined 
and  pronounced  satisfactory. 

5.  (a)  The  number  of  houses  supplied  direct  at  31st  December,  1961,  was 
9,304  and  the  estimated  population  for  these  houses,  based  on  an  average 
of  3*34  persons  per  house,  was  31.075. 


Alrewas  . 

Armitage  . 

Brindley  Heath 

Burntwood  . 

Clifton  Campville 

Colton . 

Curborough  and  Elmhurst 
Drayton  Bassett 

Elford . 

Edingale  . 

Chorley . 

Fisherwick  . 

Hammerwich . 

Hamstall  Ridware 

Harlaston  . 

Hints  . 

Kings  Bromley 

Longdon  . 

Mavesyn  Ridware 

Shenstone  . 

Streethay  . 

Swinfen  and  Packington 
Thorpe  Constantine  ... 


1628 


3515 


74 

87 

17 

121 

44 

299 


96 

96 

34 

165 

108 

82 

63 

22 

700 

56 

67 

40 

125 

275 

127 


608 

594 

261 


Wall  ... 
Weeford 
Whittington 
Wigginton 


Total  ...  9304 


IS 


(b)  The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes  at  31st 
December,  1961,  was  7,  or  an  estimated  population  of  23  persons  served 
by  this  means,  based  on  the  average  of  3*34  persons  per  house. 

As  mentioned  in  an  earlier  report,  the  water  distributed  in  the  District 
has,  in  general,  a  very  low  fluoride  content.  In  view  of  the  report  published 
a  short  time  ago  on  the  improvement  obtained  in  the  teeth  of  children  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  fluoride  has  been  added  to  the  water  during 
recent  years,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  national  policy  to  deal  with  water 
deficient  in  fluorine  will  be  formulated  in  the  near  future. 


HOUSING 

I  am  informed  by  the  Housing  Manager  that  the  principal  statistics 
relating  to  the  Council’s  waiting  list  for  housing  accommodation  in  1961 
are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Families  on  Waiting  List,  1/1/61 .  690 

(This  Waiting  List  included  441  tenants  and  249  lodgers) 

Number  of  Families  Rehoused  in  New  Houses  during  1961  ...  110 

Number  of  Families  Rehoused  in  Relet  Houses  during  1961  ...  71 

Number  of  Families  on  Waiting  List,  31/12/61  .  774 

(This  Waiting  List  included  499  tenants  and  275  lodgers) 

Of  the  181  families  rehoused  during  the  year,  41  were  rehoused  from 
unfit  houses,  17  under  “overspill”  commitments  to  Birmingham  City 
Council  and  123  by  reason  of  general  needs,  such  as  overcrowding,  etc. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  although  much  useful  work  was  achieved  during 
the  year,  the  waiting  list  was  considerably  longer  at  the  end  of  the  year 
than  it  was  at  the  beginning. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  statutory  action  taken  by  the  Council 
during  1961  in  relation  to  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation : — 


PROPERTY 

STATUTORY  ACTION 

Holding  No.  70, 

Weeford. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

24th  February,  1961. 

21,  23  and  25  High  Street, 
Chasetown. 

Demolition  Orders, 

24th  March,  1961. 

51  Spinney  Lane, 

Boney  Hay. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

24th  March,  1961. 

5  Highfields, 

Burntwood. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

24th  March,  1961. 

House  in  Vicarage  Lane, 
Whittington. 

Demolition  Order, 

28th  April,  1961. 

1  Fox  Lane, 

Aire  was. 

Demolition  Order, 

26th  May,  1961. 

Webb’s  Cottages  (3), 

Colton. 

Demolition  Orders, 

26th  May,  1961. 

1,  2  and  3  Lock  Cottages, 
Alrewas. 

Undertakings  Accepted, 

23rd  June,  1961. 

150  and  152  Woodhouses, 
Burntwood. 

Undertakings  Accepted, 

23rd  June,  1961. 

112  and  House  at  rear  of  112, 
Ironstone  Road,  Chase  Terrace. 

Demolition  Orders, 

23rd  June,  1961. 

119  and  121  Main  Street, 

Alrewas. 

Demolition  Orders, 

28th  July,  1961. 

13  Daisy  Lane, 

Alrewas. 

Demolition  Order, 

28th  July,  1961. 

146,  148  and  150  Main  Street, 
Alrewas. 

Undertakings  Accepted, 

24th  November,  1961. 

Old  Red  Lion,  Lichfield  Street, 
Fazeley. 

Demolition  Order, 

22nd  December,  1961. 

The  figure  of  25  houses  formally  represented  for  demolition  in  1961, 
compared  with  figures  of  70  in  1960,  18  in  1959,  8  in  1958,  37  in  1957, 
22  in  1956  and  19  in  1955.  Taken  together,  the  figures  show  the  variable 
rate  of  progress  during  recent  years,  which  has  resulted  from  similarly 
variable  rates  of  completion  of  new  council  houses  during  the  same  period. 

The  acceptance  by  the  Council  of  Undertakings  by  the  owners  not  to 
allow  the  houses  in  question  to  be  reoccupied  until  made  fit  for  human 
habitation  has,  in  a  number  of  cases,  enabled  the  occupants  of  the  houses 
to  be  rehoused  with  the  minimum  of  delay,  while  at  the  same  time  leaving 
the  way  open  for  such  repair,  improvement  or  reconstruction  as  required  in 
order  to  make  the  houses  again  fit  for  human  habitation. 
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During  the  year,  the  Council  again  considered  its  future  programme 
for  the  clearance  of  those  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
after  reviewing  the  progress  made  to  date  with  the  implementation  of  the 
existing  five-year  programme  for  the  clearance  of  271  houses.  It  was 
reported  that,  of  this  original  programme,  as  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  five  years  previously,  188  houses  had  already 
been  dealt  with,  leaving  a  balance  of  83  houses  still  to  be  cleared.  It 
appeared  probable  that  those  houses  still  awaiting  clearance  could  be  dealt 
with  within  a  further  period  of  eighteen  months.  In  these  circumstances, 
the  Council  decided  that  it  would  tackle  the  clearance  of  these  83  houses, 
together  with  a  further  148  houses  not  previously  scheduled  for  clearance, 
within  the  next  three  years.  When  this  programme  was  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  he  accepted  the  programme, 
but  extended  the  period  for  its  implementation  to  five  years.  In  the  light 
of  the  Minister’s  attitude  to  the  placing  of  further  contracts  for  the 
building  of  council  houses  since  that  time,  it  is  already  clear  that  completion 
of  the  programme  is  likely  to  require  the  full  five-year  period  stipulated  by 
the  Minister. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959 

The  necessary  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  the  following  work  being  dealt  with  during  the  year 


Number 

on 

Register 

NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties 

6 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . . 

86 

23 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out -workers’ 
premises) 

27 

21 

2 

Total 

119 

48 

3 

— 
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The  table  set  out  below  shows  the  defects  found,  and  action  taken,  as  a 
result  of  the  inspections  carried  out : — 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
Defects  were  Found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M, 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperatures 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

_  . 

mrnmmm 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Out-work) 

_ 

■  ■■ 

-  --- 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 
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As  in  earlier  years,  very  little  outwork  of  the  type  covered  by  the 
Factories  Acts  was  carried  out  in  the  District  during  the  year.  Relevant 
particulars  of  the  three  outworkers  so  employed  are  set  out  below : — 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
Out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required 
by  Section 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  1  Making 
Apparel  J  etc.. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate 

Carding,  etc.,  of 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

buttons,  etc. 

1 

Total 

3 

— 

■ — 

— 

— - 

— 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERS 

(Prepared  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Rimand,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor). 

Generally,  throughout  the  district,  disposal  works  have  been  well 
maintained  by  the  workmen  employed  by  you.  Final  effluents  have  on  the 
whole  been  generally  of  a  reasonable  standard,  no  doubt  due  to  the 
improvements  and  enlargements  of  certain  of  the  existing  works  and  the 
coming  into  operation  of  new  works.  During  the  year  it  has  been  decided 
to  expedite  the  carrying  out  of  schemes,  and  a  firm  of  Civil  Engineering 
Consultants  engaged.  As  a  result,  schemes  are  now  in  preparation  for 
Colton,  Whittington  and  Stonnall,  and  will  be  followed  by  Edingale, 
Harlaston,  Elford,  Hints,  Hamstall  Ridware,  Kings  Bromley,  Gentleshaw, 
Armitage  and  Alrewas. 

Alrewas. — Sewage  disposal  works  at  Alrewas  are  working  satisfactorily, 
but  the  flow  from  the  village  continues  to  increase.  As  a  result,  the  works 
is  now  operating  to  capacity. 

Proposals  for  extending  this  works  will  be  prepared  in  the  near 
future. 

In  the  village  of  Fradley  the  general  sewerage  system  is  unsatisfactory, 
and  steps  will  have  to  be  taken,  at  a  later  date,  either  to  connect  same  to 
the  Alrewas  system  or  to  provide  separate  disposal  works. 

Armitage  and  Longdon. — The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme 
for  these  parishes  is  working  very  satisfactorily.  The  small  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Armitage  has  had  its  reserve  capacity  absorbed,  and  consideration 
has  been  given  to  its  being  replaced  with  a  pumping  plant,  discharging  into 
the  new  disposal  works.  Proposals  for  this  will  be  prepared  in  due  course. 


Brindley  Heath. — The  new  disposal  works  is  working  satisfactorily, 
as  is  also  the  older  works  at  Penkridge  Bank. 

Burntwood. — The  pumping  station  at  Cannock  Road  is  working 
satisfactorily,  but  the  Peters  Lane  disposal  works  is  seriously  overloaded  and 
in  need  of  enlargement,  the  chief  problem  being  the  large  quantities  of 
storm  water  and  sludge  that  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  works  at  Chasetown,  to  which  minor  improvements  were  carried 
out,  are  working  reasonably  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  have  approved  proposals  for  the  enlargement  and  mod¬ 
ernisation  of  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  in  this  parish,  and 
same  has  now  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  consideration. 

Clifton  Campville. — The  new  works  and  sewerage  system  are  now 
working  satisfactorily. 

Colton —Conditions  show  little  change  in  the  parish,  but  proposals 
for  the  new  works  and  sewerage  system  are  in  hand,  and  a  scheme  will 
shortly  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 
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Curborough  and  Elmhurst* — The  pumping  station  and  disposal 
works  near  to  the  outfall  of  the  sewer  near  the  Elmhurst  portion  of  the 
parish  has  effected  a  considerable  improvement. 


Drayton  Bassett. — A  scheme  for  the  construction  of  a  new  disposal 
works  has  been  prepared,  and  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  Ministry. 


Edingale. — The  small  pumping  station  and  disposal  works  which  was 
constructed  to  deal  with  the  Council  houses  is  working  satisfactorily. 

The  general  sewerage  system  of  the  village,  however,  is  most  un¬ 
satisfactory,  and  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  at  a  very  early  date  to  prepare 
a  proper  scheme. 

Farewell  and  Chorley. — The  works  dealing  with  the  Council  houses 
is  working  satisfactorily,  and  provision  is  being  made  in  the  Burntwood 
Scheme  for  sewering  the  village  of  Chorley. 

Fazeley. — The  sewage  from  Fazeley  is  dealt  with  by  the  Tamworth 
Joint  Sewage  Committee,  passing  from  the  main  sewer  in  the  Wading 
Street,  under  the  canal  to  Tamworth.  The  pumping  station  at  Brookend, 
Fazeley,  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  the  new  pumping  station  and  storage 
tank  in  Longwood  is  now  in  use. 

Hammerwich — The  Wading  Street  disposal  works  is  working  to 
capacity. 

The  Newtown  scheme  is  completed  and  awaiting  development  to  bring 
same  into  proper  operation. 

The  pumping  station  at  Triangle  is  working  satisfactorily. 


Hamstall  Ridware. — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  sewering 
of  this  village,  and  it  now  appears  likely  that  same  will  be  carried  out  in  the 
near  future. 

Harlaston. — The  disposal  works  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Hopwas. — These  works,  which  were  reconstructed  before  the  war,  are 
working  satisfactorily. 

Kings  Bromley.- — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  sewering  of 
this  village  and  the  construction  of  a  small  disposal  works.  It  appears 
likely  that  it  will  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 

Mavesyn  Ridware. — The  small  pumping  stations  and  disposal  plants 
constructed  in  Hill  Ridware  and  Blithbury,  in  order  to  deal  with  sewage 
from  the  Council  houses,  are  working  satisfactorily.  The  scheme  for  Hill 
Ridware  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry,  and  work  is  about  to  be 
commenced. 
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Shenstone. — The  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  for  the 
village  of  Shenstone  and  the  pumping  stations  at  Lynn  Lane  and  Woodend 
are  working  satisfactorily. 

The  disposal  works  at  Stonnall  are  coping  satisfactorily  with  the 
increased  flow  from  the  development  now  taking  place  in  Stonnall,  and  the 
improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  have  helped.  Proposals  are  being 
prepared  for  its  reconstruction. 


Streethay. — These  works  were  reconstructed  during  the  war  in  order 
to  deal  with  the  flow  from  the  W.A.A.F.  Camp.  A  modern  bacteria  bed 
and  humus  tanks  have  been  provided,  and  these  are  working  satisfactorily. 


Swinfen  and  Packington. — The  disposal  works  at  Botany  Bay,  to 
deal  with  the  Council’s  housing  estate,  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 


Wall. — The  disposal  works  in  this  village  is  working  satisfactorily. 
The  Muckley  Corner  end  of  the  parish  has  been  included  in  the  sewerage 
scheme  for  the  adjoining  village  of  Hammer wich,  as  part  of  the  Burntwood 
scheme. 

Whittington. — The  disposal  works  in  this  village  is  working  satisfac¬ 
torily.  Proposals  are  being  prepared  for  the  replacement  of  this  works  so 
as  to  receive  sewage  from  the  Barracks. 


Wigginton, — Conditions,  in  the  portion  of  Wigginton  village  which  is 
sewered  are  quite  good,  the  disposal  being  carried  out  by  the  Tam  worth 
Sewerage  Joint  Committee. 


Elford,  Gentleshaw,  Hints  and  Weeford.  There  is  no  change  to 
report  in  the  sewerage  conditions  existing  in  these  parishes. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  for  your  consideration  a  record  of  the  work  undertaken  by 
your  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  year  1961. 

As  in  previous  years  our  duties  and  responsibilities  in  regard  to  meat 
inspection  at  Slaughterhouses  has  been  continued  at  a  very  high  level,  and 
the  Council  can  be  assured  that  this  important  responsibility  of  maintaining 
a  high  standard  of  service  will  be  continued. 

The  new  legislation  in  regard  to  caravan  occupation  has  increased  the 
work  of  the  Department  quite  considerably,  but  it  has  enabled  a  greater 
measure  of  control  to  be  exercised  in  respect  of  many  sites  which  were 
previously  unsatisfactory. 

The  Council’s  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Service  has  begun  to 
show  some  evidence  of  strain  due  to  the  increasing  number  of  new  houses 
coming  into  occupation.  It  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  seriously 
consider  increasing  the  facilities  of  this  Service. 

The  establishment  of  the  Department  was  increased  during  the  year 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Trevor  Howells  as  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector 
who  has  taken  up  his  training  with  zeal  and  interest. 

I  am  appreciative  of  the  assistance  and  co-operation  I  have  received 
throughout  the  year  from  Members  of  the  Council,  their  Officers,  and 
particularly  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


August,  1962. 


GEORGE  LEEDER, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

1st  April,  1961 — 31st  March,  1962 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  steady  and  continual  increase  in  the  numbers  of  new  houses 
coming  into  occupation  throughout  the  whole  district  is  beginning  to  place 
heavy  demands  on  the  refuse  collection  service.  In  order  to  maintain  the 
service  on  a  regular  weekly  basis  it  will  shortly  be  necessary  to  give  con¬ 
sideration  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  vehicles  operating  and  also  to 
increase  the  labour  force  in  this  service. 

The  cost  of  the  Service,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  pending  balance 
of  the  Council’s  accounts  for  the  year  under  review,  amounted  to  £31,119. 

The  approximate  unit  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  was  as  follows  : — 


£  s  d 

Net  cost  of  collection  per  ton .  117  2 

Net  cost  of  disposal  per  ton  ...  ...  ...  4  3 

Net  cost  of  collection  per  1,000  population  ...  649  0  0 

Net  cost  of  disposal  per  1,000  population  ...  75  0  0 

Net  cost  of  collection  per  1,000  premises  ...  1926  0  0 

Net  cost  of  disposal  per  1,000  premises  ...  222  0  0 


The  method  of  disposal  of  refuse  throughout  the  district  is  by  tipping 
on  low  lying  or  waste  ground.  Every  endeavour  is  made  to  control  the 
various  tips  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government.  The  Council,  however,  realise  that  this 
method  of  refuse  disposal  in  different  parts  of  their  area  does,  from  time  to 
time,  give  rise  to  infestations  and  nuisances.  This  fact  has  caused  the 
Council  to  investigate  other  methods  of  refuse  disposal  with  particular 
attention  being  given  to  the  pulverisation  system  of  disposal.  Unfortunately 
the  national  economic  situation  which  occurred  in  the  later  part  of  1961 
prevented  the  Council  making  any  firm  decision  in  this  matter  and  it  was 
decided  to  leave  further  consideration  in  abeyance  for  the  time  being. 


The  Council’s  Salvage  Service  has  continued  in  operation  during  the 
year.  This  service  is  difficult  to  maintain  on  an  economic  basis  and  its 
continuation  is  only  justified  in  order  to  keep  as  much  paper  and  cardboard 
as  possible  away  from  the  tipping  areas. 


(b)  “Keep  Britain  Tidy”  Campaign. 

The  Council  have  continued  their  endeavours  in  this  Campaign  during 
the  past  year.  It  can,  in  general,  be  stated  that  the  provision  of  litter 
baskets  in  all  parishes  throughout  the  District  has  proved  reasonably  suc¬ 
cessful  in  keeping  the  villages  clear  and  tidy  of  litter. 
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HOUSING 

The  Council’s  5-year  programme  in  relation  to  Slum  Clearance,  which 
had  received  Ministry  approval  in  1955,  was  virtually  completed  during  the 
year.  In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  a  further  survey  of  the  District  was  undertaken  and 
the  Council  decided  to  submit  an  extended  programme  of  Slum  Clearance 
to  the  Ministry  for  their  approval.  This  was  subsequently  accepted  by  the 
Ministry  and  dealt  with  some  230  houses  for  demolition  within  the  next  5 
years. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  rate  of  Slum  Clearance  was  gradually 
accelerating  until  the  national  economic  situation  in  September  compelled 
the  Council  to  reduce  their  housing  programme  and  in  consequence  there 
has  since  been  some  restriction  on  the  progress  of  slum  clearance.  However, 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  230  houses  included  in  the  slum  clearance  pro¬ 
posals  will  be  dealt  with  within  the  5-year  period  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1957 — Section  16  (Demolition  Orders). 

During  the  year  a  total  of  25  houses  were  dealt  with  by  the 
Council.  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  14  houses  and 
in  the  remaining  1 1  cases  the  Council  accepted  Undertakings  from  the 
owners. 

(b)  Repairs  to  Houses. 

A  total  of  47  houses  were  repaired  as  a  result  of  informal  action 
and  a  further  30  houses  were  repaired  following  the  service  of  Notices 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  or  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(c)  Rent  Act,  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

There  has  been  a  marked  decline  in  the  action  necessary  under 
the  Rent  Act.  The  reasons  for  the  virtual  failure  of  the  Act  in  securing 
the  repair  of  rented  houses  is  possibly  due  to  the  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  tenants  to  serve  the  necessary  forms  of  Notice  required  which 
they  find  possibly  rather  complicated. 

During  the  year  there  were  only  two  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
issued  to  tenants  and  there  were  two  applications  from  landlords  for 
cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  but  only  one  of  these  appli¬ 
cations  was  approved. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Although  there  has  been  extensive  national  publicity  in  relation  to 
grants  which  are  available  for  the  improvement  and  modernisation  of 
houses,  the  actual  number  of  applications  for  such  grants  has  been  dis¬ 
appointing,  particularly  for  the  improvement  of  tenanted  properties. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  155  visits  were  made  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  myself  in  order  to  advise  on  proposals  relating  to  improve¬ 
ment  grant  applications. 
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Details  of  applications  received  and  the  amount  of  grants  authorised 
are  as  follows 


DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Applications 

Number  Granted 

Total 
Value  of 
Works 

Total 
Value  of 
Grants 

Rec’d. 

No.  of 
Houses 

Refused 

With¬ 

drawn 

Owner/ 

Occup’r 

Others 

29 

32 

1 

Nil 

16 

13 

£26,457 
19s.  3d. 

£10,383 

19s.  6d. 

STANDARD  GRANTS 


Applications 

Number  Granted 

Total 
Value  of 
Works 

Total 
Value  of 
Grants 

Rec’d 

No.  of 
Houses 

Refused 

With¬ 

drawn 

Owner/ 

Occup’r 

Others 

51 

51 

Nil 

Nil 

39 

12 

— 

£5,514 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1950 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  institute  any  formal  proceedings  during 
the  year  but  as  a  result  of  complaints  submitted  to  the  Department  a 
number  of  observations  were  made  in  relation  to  Sunday  trading  and  the 
shopkeepers  concerned  were  advised  as  to  their  responsibilities. 


THEATRES  AND  CINEMAS 

The  Council  have  delegated  powers  from  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  and  during  the  year  a  total  of  four  licences  were  issued  in  respect 
of  the  “occasional”  use  of  premises  for  the  production  of  stage  plays  and 
one  licence  was  granted  for  the  use  of  Cinema  premises. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

This  service  of  the  Council  has  continued  on  a  satisfactory  basis 
during  the  year. 

Attention  to  the  agricultural  contracts  has  been  maintained  and  the 
service  provided  is  generally  welcomed  by  the  farming  community.  There 
has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  contracts  taken  out  with 
industrial  premises. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  908  visits  were  undertaken  by  the  Rodent 
Officer. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Council  have  continued  their  arrangements  for  securing  records 
of  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  the  following  tables  give  details  of  the 
records  for  1961. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Table  1 

DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS 

Deposits  in  Tons  per  Square  Mile  per  Month. 


14  Millmoor  Ave. 

Sewage  Works, 

Chadwick  Arms, 

Month 

Armitage 

Armitage 

Hill  Ridware 

January  . 

14.47 

13.85 

9.19 

February  . 

7.37 

5.20 

7.33 

March . 

6.34 

4.76 

5.21 

April  . 

8.51 

— 

8.82 

May  . 

27.85 

9.66 

6.93 

June  . 

17.78 

8.25 

9.80 

July  . 

8.24 

— 

12.23 

August . 

3.8 

12.30 

8.55 

September  . 

— 

- — 

— 

October  . 

67.7 

11.02 

10.54 

November  . 

7.10 

4.7 

6.08 

December  . 

11.68 

12.54 

12.37 

Total  . 

180.84 

82.28 

97.05 

Monthly  Average 

16.44 

9.14 

8.82 

Table  2 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES— RECORD  OF  SULPHUR  POLLUTION 

Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected — in  milligrammes  per  100  square 

centimetres  per  day. 


14  Millmoor  Ave. 

Sewage  Works, 

Chadwick  Arms, 

Month 

Armitage 

Armitage 

Hill  Ridware 

January  . 

1.53 

2.21 

1.29 

February  . 

1.15 

1.84 

1.04 

March . 

1.12 

1.48 

.81 

April  . 

.97 

— 

— 

May 

.77 

• — 

.76 

June  . 

.47 

.56 

1.10 

July  . 

.47 

.76 

.42 

August . 

.39 

.57 

1.19 

September  . 

— 

— 

— 

October  . 

.76 

.82 

3.39 

November  . 

.97 

1.68 

.94 

December  . 

1.74 

2.54 

1.32 

Total  . 

10.34 

12.46 

12.26 

Monthly  Average 

.94 

1.38 

T23 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

ACT,  1960 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  29th  August,  1960,  and  introduced  a 
licensing  system  by  local  authorities  for  the  establishment  and  operation 
of  caravan  sites. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued  Model 
Standards  for  Caravan  Sites  which  local  authorities  were  asked  to  consider 
as  the  basis  of  their  conditions  when  issuing  site  licences.  These  model 
standards  cover  such  items  as  density,  roads  and  footpaths,  standings, 
fire  precautions,  water  supply,  drainage,  sanitation  and  washing  facilities, 
storage  space,  car  parking  and  recreation  space.  They  are  to  be  applied 
with  due  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  site  differentiating 
in  some  degree  as  between  permanent  residential  caravan  sites  and  holiday 
caravan  sites. 

At  the  preparation  of  this  report  the  Council  had  authorised  the  issue 
of  46  site  licences  permitting  the  use  of  5  sites  as  holiday  caravan  sites 
with  a  total  of  360  caravans  and  41  sites  as  permanent  residential  caravan 
sites  with  a  total  of  144  caravans. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
(a)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  decision  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in 
regard  to  the  Council’s  Report  on  Slaughterhouse  Facilities,  which  had 
been  submitted  in  January,  1960,  was  received  in  the  early  part  of  1961  and 
confirmed  the  “appointed  day”  when  the  Regulations  would  apply  to  all 
slaugherhouse  premises  in  the  District  as  being  1st  July,  1961.  As  a  result 
of  this  Report  there  are  now  eight  slaughterhouse  premises  licensed  and 
situated  within  the  Rural  District. 

During  the  year  1961  the  carcases  and  offals  of  51,329  animals  were 
inspected  compared  with  38,018  animals  in  1960,  an  increase  of  13,311 
animals. 

The  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  in  1961  was  34  tons  compared 
with  36  J  tons  in  1960. 
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The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  the  total 
weight  of  condemned  foods  during  the  year  : — 


CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

cows 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Carcases  inspected . 

6709 

1717 

1741 

30081 

11081 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

52 

11 

59 

27 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

674 

1503 

4 

639 

1196 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  ... 

10.01 

90.5 

0.86 

-  -  - 

mm 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

4 

— 

— 

242 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

0.29 

— 

— 

2.84 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

_ 

4 

, 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OFFALS 


All  Diseases, 

except  Tuberculosis  : 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

CATTLE : 

Carcase  Meat 

15 

15 

__ 

16 

Offal . 

10 

2 

2 

2 

CALVES : 

Carcase  Meat 

_ 

5 

_ 

6 

Offal . 

— 

— 

1 

27 

SHEEP  : 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

3 

■Mi 

Offal . 

1 

3 

2 

9 

PIGS: 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

18 

3 

12 

Tuberculosis 

Offal . 

only  : 

1 

9 

17 

CATTLE : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

5 

2 

Offal . 

— 

1 

— 

5 

CALVES : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

— 

_ _ 

— — 

Offal . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SHEEP  : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offal . 

> — 

— 

— 

— 

PIGS  : 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

11 

3 

5 

Offal . 

— 

■ — 

1 

26 

TOTAL 

33 

16 

0 

15 

(b)  Foods  of  Unsatisfactory  Quality. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  complaints  were  received  from  members 
of  the  public  regarding  the  condition  of  certain  foods.  The  following  cases 
were  submitted  to  the  Health  and  Planning  Committee  for  their  consider¬ 
ation  and  proceedings  were  authorised  as  shown  : — 

1.  Cream  cakes  found  to  be  stale  and  affected  by  mould. 

Legal  proceedings  taken  against  the  manufacturers  who  were  fined 

£20  plus  £33  costs. 

2.  Iced  buns  found  to  be  contaminated  by  dirt. 

Legal  proceedings  taken  against  the  manufacturers  who  were  fined 

£10  plus  £19  costs. 

3.  Cream  cakes  affected  by  mould. 

Legal  proceedings — fined  £20  plus  £22  costs. 

4.  Loaf  of  bread  contaminated  by  sacking. 

Legal  proceedings— fined  £10  plus  £18  costs. 

5.  Loaf  of  bread  affected  by  discolouration  probably  due  to  oil 

contamination. 

Warning  letter  sent  to  the  manufacturing  firm. 

(c)  Food  Hygiene. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  continues  to  be  reasonably 
satisfactory.  Any  infringements  or  unsatisfactory  conditions  noted  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  are  invariably  dealt  with  by  the  occupiers 
immediately  it  is  brought  to  their  attention. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  206  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Meacharn,  Printer,  Lichfield 


